
Deadlines 
All applicants must apply electronically through the Graduate College using the online system. A
pplica7ons are then sent to the Department and are considered by the Department's Graduate 
Admission Commi;ee as they are received. 

The applica7on deadline for fall admission is May 15. Priority is given to applicants who apply 
by February 1. We encourage early applica7on. 

Materials 
Each applicant must submit the following materials to the Graduate College. Applicants will be 
able to electronically upload most applica7on materials but transcripts will need to be sent 
separately. 

1. Go to the Graduate College programs website and begin comple7ng the Texas State
Graduate College applica7on.

2. Pay applica7on fee. 
3. Send one official transcript from each college or university you a;ended to the Texas 

State Graduate College: Texas State University, The Graduate College, 601 University
Dr. San Marcos, TX 78666-4684 

4. Submit three Le;ers of Recommenda7on and one Resume to the Texas State Graduate 
College via the Graduate Admissions Document Upload. Please note: These same le;ers 
and resume can be used to apply for a Graduate Assistantship with the Department of 
Communica7on Studies. 

5. Complete a 500-700 word statement of purpose that addresses the following ques7ons: 
• Which area(s) of communica7on studies are you most interested in pursuing and why?  
• Why did you select the M.A. in Communica7on Studies at Texas State? 
• How does your academic background prepare you for graduate study in the Department 

of Communica7on Studies at Texas State? 
• What are your plans aZer comple7ng the M.A. degree and how do you plan to apply 

your degree? 
 

The statement of purpose will be evaluated on the applicant's ability to demonstrate correct 
composi7on, grammar, and wri7ng style. Provide a complete and well-developed response and 
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explain and jus7fy your answers to the four ques7ons. The statement of purpose should be 
uploaded to the Graduate College Upload System. 
 
GPA and GRE Requirements 
Applicants must have maintained at least a 3.0 GPA in their last 60 hours of coursework. 
The department does not require the GRE for admission to our program and the Admission 
Commi;ee seldom considers the exam scores. However, an applicant's scores may be useful 
addi7onal support for admission if some other factors are not as strong and if the applicant 
desires to apply to other programs aZer their MA. 
Financial Support 
There are several scholarships and fellowships available to graduate students. See the Graduate 
College website for informa7on on Graduate Scholarships and Fellowships and informa7on on 
the special Texas State Graduate Merit Fellowship awarded to new graduate students. 
Graduate InstrucSonal Assistantships also provide financial support for graduate students 
enrolled full 7me. More informa7on about assistantships and how to apply can be 
found graduate instruc7onal assistantship page. 
To be considered for graduate instruc7onal assistantships and graduate scholarships, applicants 
must have their graduate college applica7on, assistantship applica7on, scholarship applica7ons, 
and suppor7ng materials submi;ed by the priority deadlines of February 1 for fall admission. 
 
Applying for the Graduate CerSficate in Corporate CommunicaSon & Training 
The Department of Communica7on Studies offers a Graduate Cer7ficate in Corporate 
Communica7on & Training to provide graduate-level instruc7on in organiza7onal 
communica7on, communica7on training and development, and communica7on principles and 
strategies for contemporary organiza7ons. This is a 9-hour cer7ficate program that may be 
taken as a freestanding cer7ficate or as a part of a Master's or Doctoral program. 
Applicants for this program must apply using the online system. Applicants who are applying to 
our Master's program who would also like to complete this cer7ficate must apply for both the 
graduate program and cer7ficate program. The admission criteria for the Graduate Cer7ficate in 
Corporate Communica7on and Training are the same as the criteria for applying for the M.A. 
degree in Communica7on Studies. 
 
In addi7on to submicng your applica7on online applicants should also submit a 500-word 
purpose statement addressing the following ques7ons: 

1. Why are you seeking the Graduate Cer7ficate in Corporate Communica7on and Training?
  

2. How does your academic background prepare you for the cer7ficate (such as previous 
coursework in communica7on and/or experience as a trainer)? 

3. What are your plans aZer comple7ng the Graduate Cer7ficate in Corporate 
Communica7on and Training and how do you plan to apply to this cer7ficate? 
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